
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are now well into the exam season here at Marling, and the Exams Team has been 
thoroughly impressed by the mature and focussed way our students are approaching their 
assessments. This is also a fitting moment to extend our sincere thanks to Mrs BijKerk and 
Mrs Peet, who lead and coordinate all of our external examination arrangements. Alongside 
our dedicated team of invigilators, they ensure that every exam runs smoothly and in full 
compliance with regulations. It’s a significant and complex operation, and we are incredibly 
grateful for their expertise and commitment. 

This week, to mark Mental Health Awareness Week and Mental Health Month, the sixth 
form wellbeing team have been delivering assemblies about mental health. Josh, Lewis, 
Finn, George and Alex, along with students leading Learning Communities and Charity, spoke 
about the importance of looking out for your friends, ways of recognising poor mental health 
and strategies for improving wellbeing. They also talked about the importance of addressing 
the stigma around mental health in the face of statistics showing that 35% of adult men avoid 
seeking support with their mental health because they worry others will see them as weak.​ 
If any student would like some additional support, they should approach their tutor, head of 
Learning Community or any member of the student support team.   

This week marked the first of our Summer Open Mornings, with the second taking place next 
Tuesday, 20th May. These events are a wonderful opportunity for our students to shine, and 
they certainly rose to the occasion. We were treated to outstanding musical performances 
by Benedict (Year 9) and the Jazz Band, and our Year 7 tour guides impressed with their 
confidence and professionalism—guiding every visitor without a hitch. Grace and Daniel, 
members of our Sixth Form Student Leadership Team, delivered excellent speeches, while 
other members of the team warmly welcomed and directed guests throughout the school. I’d 
like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all the students and staff involved. Coordinating events 
of this scale, while the rest of the school continues its usual routine, is no small feat—and 
their efforts are truly appreciated. 

As the final week of a very short term approaches, I look forward to seeing students focussed 
and ready to learn again on Monday.

Best wishes,

Dr Jules Godfrey
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Key Dates: Commencing May 19th

Mon	 Y10 Farm Trip
	 Y10 Cricket v Wycliffe at Marling 3pm
	 Y9 Cricket v Wycliffe at Wycliffe 
	 Leave 2:30pm 
Tue	 Open Morning for Prospective Parents
Wed	 Y10 RE Exam
Thu	 Y7 EFG Parents Evening (in school)
	 Y12 DofE Gold Practice
	 Y8 Cricket v STR at Marling 2:30pm start
Fri	 Y12 DofE Gold Practice	



Open Morning
Thank you to all who helped with Open Morning on Wednesday! We were fortunate to have lovely weather, which made the day even more enjoyable. The 
Jazz Band provided wonderful entertainment, adding a lively atmosphere for our guests. Thank you to the Year 7 guides who gave tours and sixth formers who 
also assisted to help make the event a great success, and we appreciate everyone’s contributions.

Brain Food: Healthy Eating Advice from Aspens
Supporting Your Child: Boost Brain Function and Reduce Exam Stress with Smart Food 
Choices.

Exams can cause feelings of anxiety and stress, leading to increased levels of the ‘stress 
hormone’ cortisol. Eating foods high in Omega-3s, such as tuna and pollock (the fish 
commonly used in fish and chips), can help reduce cortisol levels and alleviate stress.

Green vegetables and berries are excellent for boosting brain function. Vegetables like 
broccoli and spinach are packed with nutrients that support cognition, while berries such 

as strawberries, raspberries, and blackberries are rich 
in flavonoids, which help enhance memory.

Students visit ‘Empty Alcove’ 
Recently, our art students visited the thought-provoking artwork ‘Empty Alcove’ by Dan Guthrie 
(an old Marlingtonian), which addresses the ‘Blackboy Clock’ in Stroud, a 248-year-old clock 
described as an “offensive racist relic”. Guthrie’s commission introduces the concept of ‘radical 
un-conservation’ – acquiring an object with the intent to destroy it. ‘Empty Alcove’ explores 
the idea of removing the Blackboy Clock figure from public display. This artwork prompts 
students to consider broader social and historical contexts, enriching their understanding of 
art and fostering critical thinking about how history and identity are portrayed.

Year 9 Engineering Day
Year 9 students took part in an engineering competition on Monday, the winning team securing a 
place at the final to be held at the Royal Air Tattoo, Fairford. The teams were tasked with building a 
structure, coding a robot and completing a task with the remote vehicle. The organisers of the event 
were very impressed with the quality of the engineering on show describing the group as “the best 
we’ve seen in schools this year”.

Monday
19th May

Spicy Beef & Bean Naked Burrito Bowl 
with Rice, Beef, Slaw, Guacamole & 

Smashed Nacho

Chicken Chorizo Naked Burrito Bowl 
with Rice, Chicken, Slaw, Sour Cream & 

Smashed Nacho

Vegan Bean Naked 
Burrito Bowl

Mexican Chocolate Cake

Meal Deal £2.75

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice
Last week we had Silver Duke of Edinburgh practice, well done to all the boys who took part.
We look forward to the final in July in the Forest of Dean. Today the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Expedition is out, we look forward to hearing about their adventures when they return.

Check out Monday’s menu, 
it is Mexican day!



Athletics
The County Athletics event at the Prince of Wales Stadium saw our Year 7 and 8 team and Year 9 and 10 team both secure 7th place out of 8 teams. Despite 
the standings, both teams delivered outstanding performances, finishing less than 80 points behind the 3rd place teams. Special mentions go to Ali and Sam 
in Year 8, and James and Max in Year 10 for their notable contributions.

Our Year 9 and 10 athletes competed at Kingshill School, delivering excellent performances in this individual tournament. Congratulations to Tom and Jacob in 
Year 10 for winning their respective events.

Cricket 
In a closely contested match, our Year 8 Cricket team faced Newent and narrowly lost by 24 runs.

Rugby
At the Rugby League Tournament held at Churchdown School, our Year 9 and 10 team emerged victorious, winning the competition, while the Year 8 team 
secured a commendable 3rd place. Max in Year 10 was named the overall player of the tournament for the Year 9 and 10 team, and Abeeshan in Year 8 was 
recognised as Marling’s player of the tournament for the Year 8 team.

Sports Update

Rugby League: Year 9 and 10 team overall winners Max in Year 10 was named overall player of 
the tournament, well done Max!

Students have the opportunity to step 
into the world of gods, heroes, and 
ancient empires! Every Monday starting 
from June 2nd at lunchtime in SB15 to 
explore the ancient world. 
(lunch a 12:30-1pm, lunch b 13:30-2pm)
Learn the ancient Greek language and 
uncover fascinating facts about Greek 
mythology and civilisation. Open to all!

New Classics Club!

 

Flying Start
Year 8 students attended 
the Flying Start Grand Final 
at Aerospace Bristol. Fingers 
crossed for a win!


