
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we draw to the close of what has been a short but eventful term, there’s much to reflect 
on and celebrate. 

This week alone has been packed with activity: we hosted the second Year 7 Parents’ Evening, 
supported our Duke of Edinburgh Gold participants on their practice expeditions, and saw 
our Year 7 and 10 cricket teams compete against Balcarras. We also welcomed families to 
our second May Open Morning, where our Year 8 students impressed with their tour-guiding 
skills. The morning was enriched by a wonderful musical performance from Benedict (Year 
9) and the Downfielders Folk Band, and an inspiring talk from Grace and Daniel (Year 12), 
supported by our dedicated Sixth Form student leadership team. I’d like to thank all staff who 
supported with this event.  

GCSE and A Level exams are now well underway. For those sitting external assessments, 
the upcoming half-term break offers a valuable opportunity to rest and recharge, while 
continuing to prepare for the remaining exams. Striking a balance between revision and 
relaxation will be key. 

This week also marked a milestone for our Year 11 students, who have now officially begun 
their study leave. While we bid them farewell for now, we look forward to welcoming many 
of them back in September as they begin their Sixth Form journey. 

Looking ahead to a vibrant and busy summer term, I hope you all enjoy a restful break with 
family and friends. We look forward to welcoming students back, focussed and ready to 
learn, on Monday 2nd June.

Best wishes,

Dr Jules Godfrey
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Key Dates: Commencing June 2nd

Tue	 Y12 Churchdown Trip
Wed	 Y7 & 8 Athletics at Thomas Keble
	 Depart Marling at 3pm
	 Y7 & Y8 Cricket v Wycliffe at Wycliffe
	 Depart Marling 1:15pm



This year’s festive celebration will be for the PSA to raise funds for a new portable food truck to ease queues during break and lunchtime.
Interested in being a stall-holder? Contact Emma Darbyshire (PSA member) by 13th June at emmadarbyshire74@icloud.com.

Open Morning

 

Thank you once again to everyone who contributed to our second Open Morning on 
Tuesday. We were fortunate to have great weather on both occasions. The Downfielders 
folk group provided wonderful entertainment. A special thanks to the Year 8 guides 
for their tours and the sixth formers who assisted, helping to make the event a great 
success. We truly appreciate everyone’s efforts and contributions in showcasing our 
wonderful school.

Important Notice: Changes to Train Times and Exam Arrivals
Due to the Severn Tunnel closure, train times from Swindon to Stroud will be amended from 9th to 20th June. The 07:54 train will now depart at 08:05 and 
arrive at 08:30. Online journey planners are updated. Students taking exams may arrive a few minutes late but will still be able to sit their exams. Invigilators 
will assist them.

This week, our Year 10 GCSE Geography students embarked on an exciting field trip to a 
working farm in Doughton, near Tetbury, Gloucestershire. As part of their AQA curriculum, 
students investigated a small-scale ecosystem and examined how biodiversity is changing 
in response to human and natural influences.
The visit offered a hands-on opportunity to explore real-world applications of classroom 
learning. Students conducted fieldwork to assess species variety, habitat types, and land 
use, while also considering the impact of farming practices on local biodiversity. The trip 
not only deepened their understanding of ecosystems but also highlighted the importance 
of sustainable land management.

Geography Field Trip

Celebrating Year 11: A Day of Reflection and Beginnings

What a great day it has been celebrating with the Year 11 students. The day started with the English Exam (what better way to start), followed 
by the leaver’s assembly, and then the final house sports in the afternoon. The leavers’ assembly was a great way to reminisce with the Year 
11s about their journey through Marling School, offer some awards nominated by the tutors and show them the school photos from Year 7 – 
Year 11. The Learning Community activity that the pupils completed in the afternoon was completed in good spirits and all the pupils enjoyed.
It only feels like yesterday that they all started in Year 7 and now they are sitting their GCSEs. I want to wish every single one of the Year 11s 
the best of luck for the future, whether that is carrying on at Marling 6th form or going to pastures new. It has been a great pleasure and a 
delight to be their Head of Year/Head of Learning Community over the past three years. As they move onto the next chapter of their lives, I 
really hope they remember the lessons they have learnt here. Embrace new opportunities with the same courage and enthusiasm they have 
shown throughout their time at this school. I want them to continue to believe in themselves, because I believe in each and every one of them.
Congratulations, Year 11. This is not the end, but the beginning of a new and exciting adventure. Go out there and make your mark on the 
world! Remember this is not the end mainly because you have some exams after the half term!
Mr James Smith 
Head of Greenstreet Learning Community 

Save the date! PSA Quiz Night
The PSA are planning a Quiz Night on Thursday 10th July. More info to follow!

Marling Music Achievements
Well done to the following:
Alex in Year 8 - grade 4 piano and grade 1 double bass.
Charlie in Year 8 - guitar grade 4, distinction.
Udipkumar in Year 9 - acoustic guitar grade 4, distinction.

Christmas Fayre: 29th November 2025 12 - 3pm

The day will include a tour of Rednock, an insight into teaching, and an opportunity to ask questions. There will be a talk with GITEP about SCITT training and 
interview advice, lesson observations, a lesson planning activity, and a chance to meet current trainees and ECTs.
For more information or to register your interest email teachertasterday@rednockschool.org.uk

Teacher Taster Day at Rednock School: 10th June 2025
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Cricket Results for this week:
         
Year 10 v Wycliffe. Lost by 10 wickets. Marling batted first: 194/0. Nishcay scored 
103 ‘not-out’ and Toby got 56 ‘not-out.’ Wycliffe: 198/0 after 19 overs. (pictured)

Year 7 v Balcarass. Won by 72 runs, Hamish scored 48 not out.

Year 8 v Sir Thomas Rich’s. The quarter final of the county cup. After electing to 
Bat first Marling put together a solid 118 target, with Pranav scoring 46 runs. 
However, Sir Thomas Rich’s displayed strong batting, reaching he target in just 15 
overs. A valiant effort by our boys, with Malintha taking 3 wickets

Sports Update

Students have the opportunity to step into 
the world of gods, heroes, and ancient 
empires! Every Monday starting from June 
2nd at lunchtime in SB15 to explore the 
ancient world. 
(lunch a 12:30-1pm, lunch b 13:30-2pm)
Learn the ancient Greek language and 
uncover fascinating facts about Greek 
mythology and civilisation. Open to all!
Please click here to see all clubs available 
on the school website.

New Classics Club!

A team of Year 8 students (Haroun, Adam, Ewan, and Woody) won the 2025 
Flying Start Challenge at Aerospace Bristol. Organised by MBDA and supported 
by major UK engineering companies, the event tested students’ STEM skills. 
Their hand-built glider achieved an impressive distance of 23m in the “Fly-Off.” 
The team interacted with graduate engineers and learned about engineering 
careers. They beat over 30 schools from the South West, winning a flight in a real 
glider and £500 for Marling’s Design Technology Department.

Flying Start Challenge... they won!

Duke of Edinburgh Award Celebration at Buckingham Palace
The Duke of Edinburgh scheme has been bustling with activity recently. We’ve 
just completed the Silver expedition practice, and the Gold expedition is currently 
underway. We eagerly await their return to hear all about their adventures. Mr. 
Raymer-Fleming, who oversees the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme at Marling, 
also attended the Gold Award Celebration at Buckingham Palace, where he 
reconnected with several Marling alumni.

Participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Award helps students develop essential 
life skills such as leadership, teamwork, and resilience. It also encourages physical 
fitness, community service, and personal growth, providing valuable experiences 
that enhance university applications and future career prospects. It’s a fantastic 
opportunity for young people to challenge themselves and build confidence.

Eco Club Update
A small wooden fence is being installed to prevent students from walking 
on the soil. A rotavator has been sourced, and the boys have been raking 
the soil.

The community gardening group ‘Down to Earth’ has been contacted. 
Amanda from their outreach team visited the school to discuss zoning 
the plot into rows and provided guidance on growing crops. There may 
be opportunities to collaborate with local primary schools on growing and 
selling vegetables at the Farmers’ market.

Next steps include sourcing manure/compost, folding it into the soil, 
measuring out rows, and separating them with bark. Growing will 
commence in the summer term. The boys have shown great enthusiasm 
and effort.

With Year 11 leaving today, the Eco-club sessions will increase from 
fortnightly to weekly.

The Eco Club would greatly appreciate donations of manure, compost, 
or any nutrient-rich materials. Additionally, if anyone has hardy plants or 
flowers to spare, your contributions would be most welcome. Please email 
lap@marling.school if you can help.

https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC682F19676958F/Clubs%20Summer%20Apr%202025.pdf
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