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Message from the Principal June 6th 2025

Key Dates: Commencing June 9th
Dear Parents and Carers, Y9 Careers Day

Y12 Chemistry Comp

As we begin the final term of the academic year, I've been encouraging students Y7 A&B Cricket v KLB (away) departing
during our assemblies to focus on celebrating success. This term offers them several Marling at 2pm
opportunities to showcase the culmination of their learning and the growth of their Y8 Cricket v KLB (home) 3:30pm
skills—both academic and extracurricular. We're excited to recognise and celebrate Y8 Renishaw Visit

their achievements together.

There are several exciting events coming up over the next few weeks that students
can look forward to. To make up for a shorter term last time, we’re holding

two Learning Community sporting events—starting with Striking and Field, and
culminating in Sports Day on 9th July. This year, we’re organising Sports Day a little
differently, with the aim of creating more opportunities for students to get involved.

This term will also feature a variety of trips and visits, including Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions and Year 9 students taking part in National Careers Day on 10th June.
Another highlight is Culture and Inclusion Week, beginning on 7th July. This special
week, planned and led by our Sixth Form student leadership team, will include our
Summer Music Showcase on 9th July. Further details about these events will be
shared soon.

So, a busy and purposeful term lies ahead. | wanted to take this opportunity to
update you on the progress we have made in our Communication Strategy. The
feedback you provided was very useful, and | met with the Parent Forum last term
to discuss the outcomes of that, and the staff surveys. A staff working group has
now been established to develop the strategy taking into account all the views and
issues expressed.

The first weekend of the term approaches, so we look forward to welcoming
students back, focussed and ready to learn, on Monday.

Best wishes,

Dr Jules Godfrey




Important Notice: Changes to Train Times and Exam Arrivals

Due to the closure of the Severn Tunnel between Bristol and South Wales, train times from Swindon to Stroud will be amended from Monday, 9th June to
Friday, 20th June. As long-distance trains will be diverted via Stroud during this period. Students who normally catch the 07:54 train from Swindon to Stroud
(arriving at 08:22) will need to use the revised service, which departs Swindon at 08:05 and arrives in Stroud at 08:30. Online journey planners have been
updated with the revised times. For students taking exams on these days the Exam Team is aware that students may arrive a few minutes late for exams on
the affected days. Please reassure them that students will still be able to sit their exams and should proceed to their exam rooms as usual. An invigilator will
be there to assist them.

Save the dates! Upcoming Events by the PSA: Quiz Night and Christmas Fayre

The PSA is excited to announce a Quiz Night on Thursday, 10th July. Stay tuned for more details! Additionally, this year’s Christmas Fayre will be held on 29th
November from 12pm to 3pm. The event aims to raise funds for a new portable food truck to help reduce queues during break and lunch times. If you're
interested in being a stallholder at the Christmas Fayre, please contact Emma Darbyshire (PSA member) by 13th June at emmadarbyshire74@icloud.com.

Anti-bullying

There is now an anti-bullying link on the students home page on their devices. It will enable students to report anonymously any concerns that they have.

Year 9 Careers Day this Tuesday

On Tuesday, 10th June, Year 9 students will take part in the National Careers Challenge, supported by NatWest. They will collaborate in teams to develop a
business idea inspired by our local area’s skills and heritage, and present their concepts at the end of the day. The winning team will advance to the National
finals in London. To cover the costs, we kindly request a £12 donation via ParentPay (students on Pupil Premium are exempt). If we do not receive sufficient
funds, the event cannot proceed. We believe this will be an invaluable experience, helping students develop essential career skills.

Renishaw Innovation Centre Visit

This Thursday 12th June kicks off the first trip to Renishaw Innovation Centre, with Year 8 attending. The day will incorporate an introduction to Renishaw, a
talk on STEM careers, a tour of the Innovation Centre display pods, and a hands-on Engineering activity.

London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art
LAMDA Speech & Drama classes offer drama lessons by the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. If you are interested please sign up here.

Term Time Attendance Cup!

A huge congratulations to Elliott House for winning the Term Time Attendance Cup! With an
outstanding attendance rate of 96.5% in Term 5, Elliott soared to the top, leaving the other learning
communities in their wake. Fuller followed closely with a strong 95.3%.

This fantastic effort from all learning communities has contirbuted to Marling School climbing to 4th
place in attendance across Gloucestershire County Council - a remarkable achievement. Well done to
everyone involved.

Education Matters

For this month’s Stroud Times article, two Year
12 students interviewed former Marling student
Dan Guthrie about his work ‘Empty Alcove,
which was exhibited in Stroud’s SVA gallery in
May. Click here to read their interview.

Students taking exams
this year...

Important Update on Textbook Provision for GCSE and A-Level Students

Starting from September 2025, Marling School will no longer provide hard copies of
textbooks for students to take home. This decision has been made for several reasons:

e Most subjects now have comprehensive online textbooks and resources that are easily
accessible and frequently updated. <

e  Budget constraints mean we can no longer afford to replace lost or damaged textbooks, Please return your textbooks to the
which costs us hundreds of pounds each year.

. Physical textbooks will still be available for use in class, but students will not be able to
borrow them to take home.

red book returns box in the sports hall
after your final exams.

Write your name and form in pencil
on the inside cover.

If students wish to have their own copies of textbooks, heads of departments will provide
information at the beginning of the school year on where to purchase them online. We are
also exploring the possibility of organising second-hand textbook sales with the support of

the PSA, similar to our second-hand uniform sales. * _Myouforget, retimboaksto M. Averyinitiie

library by 23rd/24th June (Y12 induction days).

We understand this is a significant change, but it is necessary due to the small number of

. . . . . . . . e Textbooks cost around £30 each. Let's make
departments still using physical copies and the rising costs associated with replacing books.

sure they all come back!

Lastly, a reminder to all parents and carers of students taking exams this year: please ensure
textbooks are returned to the red box in the sports hall or to the library by Wednesday, 25th
June. Invoices will be sent out for any unreturned books.

Thank you!

Thank you for your understanding and support.



mailto:emmadarbyshire74%40icloud.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZTfNhorR_SMQBksh2BXLL7FfqqW4Zj8g0ryJALCQN72-FMQ/viewform
https://stroudtimes.com/marling-education-matters-students-quiz-former-pupil-dan-guthrie-on-his-artistic-journey/
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As part of Culture and Inclusion Week, we are particularly keen J\ . @ ¢
to showcase a wide range of musical traditions and cultures. If £ SUMME J - ‘
piece that reflects a different tradition or culture — we would &%
love to hear from you! SHOW(ASE ‘
or as part of a band, then please ask them to speak to or email Miss Swinger as soon as .
possible. These will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Music Hall

Summer Showcase Marllng Music =
your child would like to perform in the concert — especially a
Performance slots are limited, so if your child is interested in performing, either as a soloist

5.30 pm

Information regarding tickets and rehearsal times will be shared with you soon!

Marling Music Achievements wed e’dq
Well done to Toby in Year 7 for achieving his Trombone Grade 3 Merit! h q

Students Share Spanish Dishes

Year 10 Spanish students brought in dishes from Spanish-
speaking countries to enhance their GCSE learning. The
event featured a variety of delicious dishes, including paella
. and tortilla, as well as Pico de Gallo by Hudair, Ciabatta
2 Argentina by Freddie, and Patatas Bravas by Mandinu.

Ethan contributed Agua Panela, and Ludo brought Tarta de
-« Almendras. These dishes showcased the students’ culinary
skills and enthusiasm for Spanish culture, making it a

3 Classics Club Kicks Off with Enthusiam

The Classics Club has got off to a great start with some great feedback from those
attending. David in Year 10 said: “l thoroughly enjoyed the Ancient Greek club and found
it interesting how many words, such as Hippopotamus, come directly from Ancient Greek.
We learnt the Ancient Greek alphabet, another Ancient Greek word that comes from the
= first two letters of the Greek alphabet alpha and beta, and then we translated part of a
silly story about a Hippopotamus called Penelopia who wanted to cause chaos.”

Students have been enthusiastic about learning and sharing their discoveries, making
each session engaging and fun. We look forward to more exciting activities and discussions
in the coming weeks!

Particle Physics Trip to Birmingham University
On the 21st of May, the Marling School Particle Physics Group visited the University of Birmingham for an enriching workshop on cosmic rays. The students
had the opportunity to work hands-on with detectors and delve into the fascinating world of particle physics.

Professor Patrick Knight praised the students, saying, “The Marling School Particle Physics Society have made a really impressive experimental set-up and have
really dived into understanding and analysing their data, all the way to the level of an online trigger system for their data acquisition! The ingenuity of the
group, their methodical approach, and their inquisitiveness was really striking, and | did not know before that such a visually-stunning result could be achieved
with such simple equipment.”

During the workshop, the students developed a deeper understanding of cosmic rays and gained practical experience with cosmic muon telescope kits. They
managed to obtain key results on the properties of cosmic ray showers. Professor Knight added, “The students were a pleasure to work and interact with and
managed to obtain some key results on the properties of cosmic rays showers with the cosmic muon telescope kits. The students really engaged with the day,
asking questions and giving things a go, and | hope they got as much out of the day as | did!”

The visit was a great success, highlighting the students’ enthusiasm and dedication to particle physics. Their curiosity and engagement made the day memorable
for everyone involved.

Biology Challenge

The Year 10 biologists excelled in the UKBC Biology Challenge, earning 6 golds, 22 silvers, and 32 bronze awards! Special congratulations to Rufus, Max, Alfre,
Oscar, David, and James for their gold awards.

Sports Update

Please also be aware that athletics will no longer take place on a Thursday after school, it will only run Monday lunchtimes.
Please find below the results from this weeks fixtures:

Athletics

Year 7 and 8 athletics teams had a great outing at Thomas Keble and were competitive in every event, we are still awaiting the overall results from Thomas
Keble. Congratulations to Frederick (Year 7), Sam (Year 8) and Zack (Year 8) for winning your events. Also, congratulations to Ali (Year 8) for coming second in
the 800m.

Cricket

Year 7 vs Wycliffe: Marling won by 7 wickets. Standout performers were Rohan with 3 wickets and Asad with an impressive batting performance.

Year 8 vs Wycliffe: Marling batted first, scoring 157 with Charlie Newton retiring after 7 overs with 60 runs. Wycliffe competed well but couldn’t reach the
target. Charlie took 2 wickets, with others bowling well.
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