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Message from the Principal June 13th 2025

Key Dates: Commencing June 16th

Mon	 Y12 Geography Swansea Trip
Tue	 Y12 Geography Swansea Trip
	 Y7-10 Athletics at Prince of Wales 
	 Stadium depart 9am and return 3pm.
Wed	 INSET
Thu	 Y7 BCE Farm Trip
	 Y12 Parents Evening (in person)
	 Y9 Vaccinations
Fri	 Y7 FG Farm Trip

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week at Marling has been filled with excitement, and it’s amazing how quickly time is 
flying by. On Tuesday, we celebrated National Careers Day. Year 9 students spent the day 
off timetable, participating in the National Careers Challenge led by NatWest. It was a fun 
and competitive day, with students working in teams to develop business ideas. 9F had the 
winning team and they will advance to the National Finals in London next month.

In our ongoing focus on careers, Year 8 students visited the local engineering technology 
group, Renishaw, on Thursday. They learned about careers in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Maths). More Year 8 visits to Renishaw are scheduled in the coming weeks.

Year 10 and 11 exams have concluded this week, with public exams set to finish next week. 
GCSEs will end on Wednesday, and A-levels will conclude on Friday. Well done to all students 
who have been working hard revising for these exams.

Congratulations to the students who participated in the School’s Analyst Chemistry 
Competition this week. We had two Year 12 teams and one Year 9 team perform exceptionally 
well, and we eagerly await the results.

Students have enjoyed using the field during break times, although yesterday’s thunderstorm 
meant they had to use the hub rooms instead. We continue to offer a variety of lunchtime 
clubs for students to participate in, these are listed on the school website.

Next week sees some exciting Geography trips happening. On Monday and Tuesday, Year 12 
students will embark on a field trip to Swansea to collect data for their non-exam assessment. 
Then on Thursday and Friday there is a Farm Trip for Year 7 students. We hope for dry weather 
for these trips.

We look forward to seeing all students on Monday, focussed and ready to learn.

Best wishes,

Jules Godfrey

https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC682F19676958F/Clubs%20Summer%20Apr%202025.pdf


 

The Christmas Fayre will be held on the 29th November 2025 12pm - 3pm. If you’re interested in being a stallholder at the Christmas Fayre, please contact 
Emma Darbyshire (PSA member) by 13th June at emmadarbyshire74@icloud.com.

Christmas Fayre

Musican of the Term:

This week, our Year 9 students participated in the National Careers Challenge, 
sponsored by NatWest, as part of their Careers Enrichment programme. 
The Inspirational Learning Group led engaging sessions where students 
collaborated in groups to develop innovative business ideas that could start 
locally and expand globally.
The creativity and enthusiasm of our students were truly remarkable, with 
ideas ranging from a lawnmower company to a canal cleaning business, a 
floating market, and collapsible straws. The winning team from Fuller House 
impressed everyone with their concept, ‘Family Tree.’ This unique business 
idea would allow families to purchase a tree sapling at the birth of a child, 
which can be planted in a local park, enabling them to watch the tree grow 
alongside their child.
We are thrilled to announce that the Family Tree team from Fuller House will 
now advance to the National Finals in London, where they will present their 
idea to special guest and entrepreneur Simon Squibb. Congratulations to all 
our Year 9 students for their outstanding efforts and creativity!

Wednesday 9th July 5:30pm in the Music Hall. 
Tickets £4 - available to purchase on ParentPay from Monday 16th June.

Summer Showcase

Raif in Year 7 - Ukulele Captain 
Haroun in Year 8 - performance at Malmesbury Abbey with Malmesbury Youth Strings 
Anton in Year 9 - taking part in ‘Out of this World’ with Gloucestershire Music
Ibrahim in Year 10 - performance at Malmesbury Abbey with Malmesbury Youth Strings 
Seth in Year 11 - fantastic arrangement and performance in the Spring Concert
Jack in Year 12 - conducting the Orchestra performance of the Dambusters

National Careers Challenge

Marling Musical Achievements

Marling Music Tuition
Music tuition information has been updated on the school website, please click here.

Daniel in Year 7 achieved a merit in his piano Grade 3 exam, well done Daniel!

Three teams from Marling school recently took part in the Royal Society of 
Chemistry’s Schools’ Analyst Competition, hosted this year at Rendcomb 
College. Two Year 12 teams and one Year 9 team competed in a series of 
practical challenges, including titration, thin-layer chromatography (TLC), and 
ion testing.

Our Year 9 team took on Rendcomb’s own Year 9s and came out on top, 
winning their part of the competition. Meanwhile, the Year 12 teams 
competed against schools nationwide, with their results submitted to the RSC 
for judging — we look forward to hearing the outcome!

RSC Schools’ Analyst Competition

Attendance
Marling School’s attendance is now recognised as one of the strongest in the UK, ranking 2nd overall across Gloucestershire County Council, according to the 
latest Department for Education figures. This achievement highlights the dedication of students, staff, and families. Congratulations to everyone for reaching 
this milestone! 

mailto:emmadarbyshire74%40icloud.com?subject=
https://www.parentpay.com/


This weeks results:
Cricket
Year 7 A & B team v KLB. Marling won by 5 Wickets. Standout performers were Hamish, Ollie and Sean.
Year 8 v KLB. Marling batted first getting a total of 87 runs, Alex scoring 34. KLB batted well and managed to win by 5 wickets even with some great bowling 
from Torin, taking 2 wickets, and Malintha also taking 2 wickets.

Upcoming Events:
Athletics County Cup Tournament: Tomorrow, Saturday, is the Athletics County Cup Tournament: Good luck to all the students who are taking part, we look 
forward to hearing how they do.
Athletics District Tournament: Next week on Tuesday there is an Athletics District Tournament at the Prince of Wales Stadium. The bus is due to leave Marling 
at 9am and return at 3pm. Mr Stephens and Ms George will send a team sheet home on Monday. Students need to ensure they bring a packed lunch, suitable 
clothing and plenty of water. However, please be advised that refreshments are available for purchase.

The PE department also now have their own instagram account, you can follow them at @marling.pe

Sports Update

Culture Week

We Are Marling Culture Week 
The Sixth Form Student Leadership Team are excited to let you know that in the week beginning Monday 7th July they will be holding events to celebrate the 
diversity of Marling School. Our kitchen will be offering a special menu featuring a variety of cuisines all week and there will be other cultural and creative 
activities in some lessons and lunchtimes. This is also the week of Sports Day and the Music Summer Showcase. 

Cultural Bake Sale 
Each morning the sixth form students will be delivering assemblies to Learning Communities, building up to Culture Day on Friday 11th July. On Culture Day 
students will be invited to bring in baked goods reflecting a range of cultures and cuisines for a lunchtime cultural bake sale. Proceeds from the bake sale will 
go to Stroud Foodbank and to Save the Children’s Global Food Crisis Fund to provide food for starving children in conflict zones.   
On Thursday or Friday this week, students who are interested in contributing to the bake sale will be asked to sign up. Then, in two weeks’ time, they will 
bring home a form that needs to be completed and brought in on the day with the food. There are strict guidelines in place around making home cooked food 
available in schools, so food can only be accepted if the guidelines are followed. 
The bake sale form contains detailed information about what food items can and cannot be brought in. We cannot accept items containing fresh cream, cream 
cheese or any foods requiring refrigeration or heating. 

Cultural & Creative Clothes Day 
On Culture Day students will also be asked to pay £1 (via ParentPay) to wear cultural or creative clothing. This could mean clothing that expresses their identity 
or interests such as clothing reflecting their personal or family heritage, clothing reflecting where they were born or clothing expressing their cultural interests, 
including theatre, film, music or sport. Alternatively, they could choose to wear something purple or add a purple item to their outfit in support of Hollie 
Gazzard Trust – a local charity that we will be supporting with some of the money from the day. We will also be supporting Amy Winehouse Foundation, an 
organisation that works with young people to build resilience and mental wellbeing.   
Creativity is encouraged, but all clothing must be appropriate for the school day and must not display any inappropriate or offensive words or images.  
Please make a note of the 11th July date. A reminder will be sent out nearer the time.    
Thank you in advance for your help.  
Marling Sixth Form Student Leaders.

Year 12 Extended Project Qualification

Thank you to all the year 12 EPQ students who completed and submitted their EPQ projects 
on Friday. It is evident that they have all put a tremendous amount of work into the projects 
and through the process they have learned many valuable skills for when they move onto 
university. Whilst Friday was somewhat fraught at times, they should be proud of themselves!

Duke of Edinburgh
Through volunteering alone, Marling students have completed over £17000 worth of 
volunteering hours in the past year!

Renishaw Trip

8B and 8C had a fantastic day at Renishaw this week learning about STEM careers. We are 
looking forward to taking the rest of Year 8 on the 25th and 26th June.

https://www.instagram.com/marling.pe?igsh=MTE1NGk5bDZ1Mjk0bQ==

