
WEEKLY NEWSLE
t ER
Message from the Vice Principals June 20th 2025

Key Dates: Commencing June 23rd

Mon	 Diversity Week all week
	 Sixth form Induction Day
Tue	 Sixth form Induction Day
	 Y9 & 10 Cricket v Kings (away) 
	 leave 1:15pm
Wed	 Y8 Renishaw Trip
Thu	 Y8 Renishaw Trip
	 Y8 Cricket v Kings (home) start 2:30pm

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an eventful and warm week here at Marling School! Despite the INSET day on 
Wednesday, there was still plenty happening. Due to the warm weather, we advised students 
to leave their blazers at home for the end of this week. Blazers will also not be required on 
Monday or Tuesday next week, and we will review uniform requirements for the rest of the 
week based on the forecast.

On Tuesday, students in Years 7, 8, 9, and 10 competed in the athletics competition at the 
Prince of Wales Stadium, we look forward to seeing how they did when the results come 
through. Tomorrow Zack in Year 8 and Sam in Year 12 are competing in the regional athletics. 
Good luck to them both.

Our Year 12 Geography students enjoyed a residential field trip to Swansea Bay this week, 
exploring urban and coastal environments through hands-on fieldwork. It was the perfect 
week for a trip to the beach! Additionally, our Year 7 students visited a working farm in Tetbury, 
where they explored farm ecosystems through hands-on investigation and observation.

We would like to thank our Year 11 and Year 13 students for their excellent conduct during 
their exams this week. Most exams have now finished, with one last A Level exam on Monday. 
Also, we appreciate your cooperation in returning textbooks following our recent appeal.

Next week is Diversity Week, and there will be various activities celebrating diversity 
during tutor times and assemblies. Overleaf, you will find details of the exciting new school 
production “We Will Rock You!” Students will be able to sign up in September.

Thank you for your continued support. We also wish Dr. Godfrey well and sign off with her 
usual message: we hope to see students on Monday focussed and ready to learn.

Best wishes,

Vice Principals Andy MacDonald and Katie Hughes



Achievements in the National Scientific Thinking Challenge
We are pleased to announce the commendable performance of our Year 10 students in the 
recent National Scientific Thinking Challenge, organised by the University of Warwick. This 
prestigious competition saw participation from over 15,000 students from across the globe, 
testing their abilities in data analysis, trend spotting, performing calculations, and solving 
problems using scientific reasoning.

Our students performed admirably, earning:
20 Gold Awards (Top 10%)
37 Silver Awards (Top 25%)
23 Bronze Awards (Top 40%)

Every participating student has also been awarded a certificate of participation. 
Congratulations to all our students for their impressive accomplishments.

Geography Field Trip: Exploring Swansea Bay
Our Year 12 Geography students enjoyed a residential field trip to Swansea Bay this week, exploring urban and coastal environments. The day began with a 
scenic lunch at Rhossili Beach, followed by fieldwork in two groups. One group investigated urban changes in Swansea city centre and the Mumbles, while the 
other studied sand dune succession at Oxwich Bay. This trip allowed students to apply classroom theory to real-world settings, deepening their understanding 
of key A-Level Geography concepts amidst the beauty of South Wales. Well done to all students for their enthusiasm and engagement throughout the trip!

 

Year 7 Ecosystems Farm Fieldtrip
This week, our Year 7 Geography students embarked on an exciting 
field trip to Manor Farm near Tetbury, where they explored the 
theme of farm ecosystems through hands-on investigation and 
observation. The farm, a brilliant example of diversification, 
combines arable farming with holiday accommodation and a 
strong focus on sustainable agricultural practices. Pupils were 
able to see how modern farms are adapting to environmental and 
economic challenges by embracing innovation and sustainability.

Throughout the day, students took part in a variety of fieldwork 
activities. They conducted biodiversity surveys, measured soil 
moisture levels, and carried out a comparative study of two oak 
trees—one located in a woodland and the other standing alone 
in an open field. These investigations helped pupils understand 
how different environments support different types of wildlife 
and how land use can influence local ecosystems. It was a great 
day!

New Staff Governor
This week Isabelle Overs was elected by colleagues within 
the school as our new Support Staff Governor. Isabelle 
currently works as the Cover Coordinator at Marling School 
and will begin the induction process for governors as soon as 
possible. We’d like to thank Isabelle for her offer to take up 
this position and both the Marling Senior Leadership Team 
and the governing body are looking forward to working with 
her in this role.



Sports Update

School Production

We are excited to announce that next year’s whole school production is ‘We Will Rock You’! 
Once again, we will be performing at Cotswold Playhouse, giving students the experience of 
performing at a working theatre. Audition information will be available when school returns in 
September.

Click here to sign up

Equipment List
To support your child’s learning and experience at Marling School, please provide the following items 
for September 2025:

•	 x2 blue/black pens
•	 pencil
•	 pencil sharpener
•	 rubber
•	 glue stick
•	 highlighter
•	 whiteboard pen
•	 ruler
•	 reading book
•	 calculator
•	 the correct uniform and games kit 

Suggested additional items:

•	 Textbooks – starting from September, we will no longer be providing students with hard copies 
of textbooks to take home. Students may however choose to buy their own copies and details 
of where to buy these will be shared with students in September. 

•	 Colouring pencils
•	 Folders to keep exercise books/booklets neatly stored together such as the ones pictured 

above.

Wellbeing Programme for Parents and Carers
The YouCan programme is a new series of four virtual sessions designed specifically to help you 
build and maintain positive wellbeing. These sessions aim to offer a supportive and accessible space 
to connect, learn practical skills, and develop strategies to navigate the challenges and joys of your 
crucial role. There are options for attending online or in person fitting the sessions around your busy 
schedule.

For more information click here. Additionally, the BBC has published an article on supporting 
children’s mental health for parents and carers, available here.

On Tuesday students from Years 7-10 took part in the Prince of Wales District Athletics Championships. Results to follow next week.

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/marling/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=100008
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/families-in-partnership-newsletters/families-in-partnership-newsletter-june-2025/training-for-parent-carers-wellbeing/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx20zle4vdyo

