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Key Dates: Commencing September 1st

Mon 	 INSET
Tue 	 INSET
Wed	 Y7 only in school
Thu	 All students back
Fri

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of another fantastic academic year, there is so much to celebrate at 
Marling.

Even in the final week of term, students have been busy—Year 12s have completed their 
work experience placements, English and Drama students enjoyed a trip to London, and our 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver participants are currently out on expedition.

Throughout the year, Marling has offered an incredible range of extracurricular opportunities. 
Over 60 trips and visits have taken place, including cultural adventures to Barcelona and 
Normandy, scientific exploration at CERN, and outdoor experiences at Year 7 camp and 
skiing in Canada. Students also benefited from university visits, careers fairs, Renishaw tours, 
and theatre trips. These experiences have enriched learning and created lasting memories. 
Looking ahead, we’re excited to offer even more, with planned trips to Madrid, Paris, Florida, 
Tuscany, and Sicily, to name a few!

We are now eagerly awaiting this summer’s exam results. Our students have worked 
incredibly hard, and we look forward to celebrating their achievements in August.

In terms of attendance, Marling is now ranked third in Gloucestershire—a fantastic 
accomplishment that reflects the dedication of our students and families. We hope to 
continue this strong performance into the next academic year.

It’s also been a brilliant year for fundraising. From bake sales to non-uniform days, students 
have shown great enthusiasm and generosity. Most recently, our Cultural and Creative 
Clothes Day raised £573.50, which will be shared between the Hollie Gazzard Trust and the 
Amy Winehouse Foundation.

Looking ahead to September, Year 7 students will return on Wednesday 3rd September, with 
all students back in school on Thursday 4th September.

Wishing all our students, families, and staff a restful and enjoyable summer break. We look 
forward to welcoming everyone back in September, ready for another exciting year.



Marling Ranked Third in Gloucestershire for Attendance

Uniform
Looking for second hand uniform? A postal service is available this summer with items including blazers (£8), ties (£3), PE midlayers (£5), and navy PE shorts 
(£3), plus postage. To order, email Maureen.Newton@experis.co.uk with required sizes.
We’re also running low on stock. If you have uniform your family no longer needs—including phased-out sports kit—please return it to school in September 
(excluding black trousers and white shirts). All proceeds support the PSA and benefit students directly.

Year 10 and 11 Science Students – Hold Onto Your Exercise Books
Please ensure that students keep their science exercise books from this academic year safe over the summer. Students are required to bring them for lessons in 
September. The curriculum in year 10 and 11 is a continuation of the work completed this year, so it’s essential that students bring their current exercise books 
to the first science lesson next year.  New exercise books will not be issued in September in science for years 10 and 11. If a student loses their book and needs 
a replacement, they will be expected to copy all of their previous work into the new one. Thank you for your support in ensuring cohesive learning in science.

End of Year Celebration Results

Overall 1st Place with 12,323 points is Elliott !!
Elliott Learning Community point winners:
Sean in Year 7 - 240
Oliver in Year 8 - 167
Jacob in Year 9 - 101
Emanuel in 10 - 100

As the academic year draws to a close, the school community is 
celebrating a strong year for attendance. Thanks to the collective efforts 
of students, families, and staff, Marling has achieved an impressive 
overall attendance of 95.4%, placing the school 3rd in Gloucestershire—a 
remarkable accomplishment.

There have also been some standout performances within the school:
Greenstreet has been named the Overall Attendance Champion for 
the year, with a superb 96.1% attendance. (Joseph and Harvey in Year 
8 pictured far left with the Gold Cup). Elliott also performed strongly, 
securing second place overall with 95.8%.

Fuller claimed The final Term Time Cup with a term attendance of 96.7%, 
closely followed by Carter. (Alastair in Year 8 pictured left with the silver 
cup).

These achievements reflect the dedication and commitment of the entire 
school community. With a well-earned summer break ahead, the school 
looks forward to building on this success in the new academic year.

Year 7 Author Visit - Christopher Edge
On Monday, Year 7 enjoyed a visit from author Christopher 
Edge, who led an engaging Escape Room-themed event. 
Students took part in interactive challenges, asked 
thoughtful questions, and many had their books signed. It 
was a fantastic session that sparked excitement for reading 
and storytelling.

PE Kit Update
From September, new Year 7 students will wear an updated PE kit. A phased rollout will see other year groups adopt the new kit provisionally by April 2026, 
with Year 10s transitioning earlier in January. Current Year 11s may continue with their existing kit. The new uniform is available from Bateman’s Sports of 
Stroud. Full details are in the accompanying letter.

4th Place with 10,515 points is Bennett
Bennett Learning Community point winners:
Ethan in Year 7 - 139
Thomas in Year 8 - 170
Udipkumar in Year 9 - 129
Beval in Year 10 - 127

5th Place with 10,138 points is Greenstreet
Greenstreet Learning Community point winners
Archie in Year 7 - 163
Sakthivel in Year 8 - 167
Leo in Year 9 - 146
Hugh in Year 10 - 118

2nd Place with 10,811 points is Carter
Carter Learning Community point winners:
Arlo in Year 7 - 147
Finn in Year 8 - 210
Ed in Year 9 - 155
Eugene in Year 10 - 102

3rd Place with 10,690 points is Fuller
Fuller Learning Community point winners:
Joshua in Year 7 - 144
Oscar in Year 8 - 195
Benji in Year 9 - 129
Jasper in Year 10 - 120



Creative responses to ‘Refugee Boy’
Year 8 students created some fantastic homework inspired by Benjamin 
Zephaniah’s Refugee Boy.
The novel follows Alem, a young Ethiopian refugee navigating life in England 
after fleeing war. Students responded with thoughtful, creative work that 
captured the story’s powerful themes of loss, identity, and resilience.

Duke of Edinburgh

Work Experience Week - A Fantastic Insight into the World of Work
Our Year 12 students have had an inspiring and varied week of work experience, gaining hands-on insight into a range of careers. From caring for hedgehogs 
at a wildlife centre and learning the importance of PPE and animal welfare, to exploring food production, packaging design, and product development in a 
commercial setting, they’ve shown adaptability, curiosity, and creativity. One student even proposed a new packaging idea after working closely with multiple 
departments. Another impressed staff at a primary school with her maturity, initiative, and natural ability to engage with children and staff alike. Across all 
placements, our students have represented the school brilliantly and shown real potential for exciting futures ahead.

English and Drama Trip to London
Year 12 English and Drama students spent two fantastic days 
in London this week. The first day was spent on Southbank, 
starting with a guided tour of Shakespeare’s Globe theatre, 
followed by lunch at Borough Market. They then enjoyed a 
Thames river cruise and a spin on the London Eye to see some 
of London’s iconic historical monuments and skyscrapers. The 
evening was spent watching ‘Witness for the Prosecution’, 
performed at County Hall in one of the old court rooms - it was 
amazing! The second day began at the British Library, followed 
by a walk around the Bloomsbury area to see many literary 
and historical links. After a quick visit to the famous Daunt 
Books, they spent the afternoon watching the award winning 
‘Hamilton’ at the West End before heading back home. A truly 
wonderful two days!

Our final Duke of Edinburgh expeditions – silver and gold finals – took place at the end of term, from 30 degree heat to pouring rain, everybody showed 
extraordinary resilience. Thanks to all who have been involved in Duke of Edinburgh this year: all 202 students taking part; all of the parents who have 
supported their young people through the award; all of the staff who have attended expeditions camping in the rain; everybody who has completed assessor’s 
reports or signed off awards; and anybody else who has been involved in some way or another. Keep submitting reports over the summer and watch this space 
for next year’s awards going live.

Geography Field Trip: Exploring Sustainable Tourism
Last week, our Year 9 Geography students from Marling School 
embarked on an exciting field trip to Brean Sand Dunes and Weston-
super-Mare. The aim? To investigate the sustainability of tourism in 
these popular coastal destinations.
Armed with fieldwork equipment and curiosity, students explored 
the dynamic dune systems at Brean, learning about coastal 
processes and the importance of conservation. At Weston-super-
Mare, they examined how tourism impacts the local environment 
and economy, and considered how the town is adapting to ensure a 
more sustainable future.
The trip was a fantastic opportunity for hands-on learning, 
encouraging students to think critically about real-world 
geographical issues.

Sports Update
Cricket: The year 7 cricket team have been crowned as joint county champions alongside Sir Thomas Rich’s school. Unfortunately, the game was cancelled due 
to the poor weather conditions so both schools will share the tile. We are extremely proud of our year 7 cricketers and are disappointed they did not get the 
opportunity to win the tournament outright.
Table Tennis: Congratulations to Will (captain) and Benji, both in Year 9, as well as Oscar, Harvey, and Niall from Year 8, and Sam from Year 7, for their 
outstanding performance in table tennis this year. The team advanced through the district, county, and regional finals, ultimately finishing as runners-up in the 
national semi-finals. A fantastic achievement!

From September we will be using  the SOCS app to communicate all information regarding fixtures and training. There will be a parents information evening 
in September where a demonstration of how to use the app will be given.


