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Dear Parents and Carers,

We're halfway through the term and the festive season is in full swing! It’s been a
busy week at Marling.

Year 11 returned from Berlin on Monday, while our Switzerland group set off on
Wednesday for an incredible visit to CERN. Year 12 attended Warwick University
for Biology in Action, and Year 7 enjoyed House Rugby.

Back at school, we welcomed the renowned Carducci String Quartet for a
composition workshop with GCSE and A Level musicians.

Don’t forget—our Christmas Fayre is tomorrow!

There'll be stalls with gifts, food, drinks, plants, wreaths, books, and more, plus
musical entertainment from our talented students. Enjoy games, tombolas, and
our Grand Raffle. For full details please view the programme here.

Refreshments will include The Dirty Boys Burgers, For Mice and Men toasties,
Coffee Lads, and festive treats like mulled wine and mince pies courtesy of the
PSA.

Please buy your raffle tickets if you haven’t already! We've been lucky enough
to receive an amazing range of prizes, including a £500 Dyson Vacuum, Cotswold
Gliding Club Bronze experience, and Sunday lunch for two at The Painswick. All
other spectacular prizes are listed on the raffle site—tickets are available here.

Your support helps fund vital projects such as the school minibus, monitors,
SENCO materials, graphics tablets, music stands, and careers talks.

Please come along and help us raise more funds for our school. Cash preferred,
card machines available.
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FREE ENTRY, ALLWELCOME
- Saturday 29 Nevember, 12 - 4pm

Key Dates for the next fortnight

Christmas Fayre 12-4pm
Rotary Chef Competition

Ski Lessons

Paris Art Trip Departs

Y12 Maths in Action

Y13 Parents Evening (virtual) 4:30pm

Y10/11 Latin Trip to Bath

Y11 Drama Exam

Y11 Drama Exam

Ski Lessons

Y11 A Christmas Carol

Christmas Jumper Day

Y7, 8 & 11 Nasal Flu Vaccinations
Y9 & 10 Nasal Flu Vaccinations
Y11 Bristol Geography Trip

Please note: There will be no PE Newsletter this
week.


https://www.marling.gloucs.sch.uk/media/DOC69284D871E464/Marling%20Xmas%20fayre%20program%20V5.pdf
https://raffall.com/399719/enter-raffle-to-win-a-dyson-v15-many-other-wonderful-prizes-hosted-by-marling-school-psa

Attendance

We’re halfway through a long term and seeing lots of colds, flu, and COVID symptoms. Please check NHS guidance on when children should attend school
here. Attendance is currently at 93.1%, our lowest in two years. If your child is ill, email Attendance@marling.school.

Equipment for Learning

We recognise that students, especially our Year 7s, have had a lot of kit to bring into school this week, particularly on days when House Rugby is taking
place. We understand that this can be a lot to manage, and staff will be taking a considerate approach where kit has been misplaced or forgotten. Please
be reassured that sanctions will not be issued harshly or automatically. Should your child lose equipment, please contact the school via email so that the
relevant staff are made aware and can support, allowing time for equipment to be replaced.

Hub Rooms Donations

We've created calm, inclusive Hub Rooms for students to play games and relax at lunchtime. To keep improving, we’d love donations of board or card games
you no longer need—please send items via your son to the Pastoral Office.

Christmas Food Bank

Last push for Foodbank donations—please drop items at Sixth Form Reception or give to form tutors by 5 December.

Christmas Dinner - 17 December

Christmas Dinner for Years 7-13: Wednesday 17 Dec, £3.50 via ParentPay by 9 Dec (no late payments). Meat and veggie options. Lunch is Christmas Dinner
only; others not wanting the Christmas lunch need to bring in a packed lunch or buy a snack at break time.

Carol Service - 18 December
The Annual Carol Service is on Thursday 18 December, 6pm at St Laurence Church, Stroud. No tickets—donations welcome. Seating is limited, so arrive early.

Year 8 Latin Taster and Artefact Sessions

Over the next month, Year 8 students will take part in two exciting Latin taster lessons. These sessions will dive deeper into the Latin language, explore the
fascinating city of Rome, and uncover the story behind the Great Fire of Rome.

To complement these lessons, students are invited to a lunchtime artefact-handling session with Mrs Bedford. This hands-on experience will feature
historical items from the Corinium Museum source box—a fantastic opportunity to bring history to life! These sessions will take place in SB15 on Friday 12
and Tuesday 16 December from 1.30-2pm.
Berlin Trip

Last week forty Year 11 students visited Berlin to explore its role in the Weimar Republic, Nazi Germany,
and the Cold War. Highlights included the Olympic Stadium, Holocaust Memorial, Sachsenhausen, a walking
tour of historic sites, and the Reichstag.

Sixth form Biologists Dive into the Frontiers of Science

Marling Sixth Form biologists explored cutting-edge science at Warwick University, from cancer-resistant
species to the ethics of de-extinction. Talks covered epigenetics, elephant communication, brain injury
innovations, and genomic research—giving students a unique chance to engage with leading scientists and
the future of biology.

Letters to Our Sons - Get Involved!
Inspired by his appearance in Netflix’s Adolescence, actor Stephen Graham has teamed up with psychology
lecturer Orly Klein for a powerful project: Letters to Our Sons. This initiative invites fathers, stepfathers, and
father figures to write heartfelt letters to their sons—sharing wisdom, advice, and reflections on what it
means to be a man. These letters will be published in a book designed to spark honest conversations between
dads and their boys. Submissions are open until 12 January 2026, and anonymity is respected. No need to

be a professional writer—just speak from the heart. If you would like more information, please go to www.
letterstooursons.co.uk or Letters to Our Sons | Stephen Graham book Bloomsbury
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Artist of the Month We’'re thrilled to welcome a fantastic variety of stalls at the Marling School
Pip in Year 8 is our Artist of the Month - some excellent work! Christmas Fayre tomorrow!

Serving up warm,
golden crepes with your
favourites... nutella,
strawberries, biscoff and
more!

Cotswold based
basketmakers collective

WILDCOW 2 2 selling a range of
WILLOW & T > baskets and Christmas
& PLANTS pY L AR decorations all made
{ | using Somerset grown
willow, along with
seasonal plants.

Jewellery, resin trinkets
and 3D fidget items, all
perfect gifts and stocking
fillers, along with a range
of Christmas decorations.



https://www.feltcafe.co.uk/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/cruisingduckgoodies/?etsrc=sdt&dd_referrer=
https://www.research.net/r/letterstooursons
https://www.research.net/r/letterstooursons
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/discover/superpages/non-fiction/letters-to-our-sons/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
mailto:Attendance%40marling.school?subject=

